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Agastya delineates the sentiment of Dharmawa in this context.
Bhisma's initiative ( ^w' ) in making his father's desire a reality
at the expense of his own pleasure and prosperity, provides the
basic mood (WT^rra) and the seed ( ^ ) for the Vzrarasa of this

context. Bhisma's terrible vow to remain a bachelor life long and to
make the sons of Satyavat? the rulers of the Kuru kingdom denotes
the second stage (i.e.) 'bindu' in the development of virarasa
here. Thus he gets his father's wish fulfilled. Later he utilises all
his energies in protecting his brothers. He goes to the svayamvara
at Kasz and brings the three brides to make them the wives of
his brothers. One among the brides is in love with king of Sdlva.
Hence she is sent back to him ( 5W[t ) The other two girls are

married to his brothers Vichitravnya. Vichitravirya is coronated
( ^pt ) but he dies childless. His other brother is killed by a
Gandharva king in a battle. Thus the ambition of the Ddsa king,
the aspirations of Satyavatz and also the initiative of Bh?sma all
finally end in sorrow and misery.16

Thus the entire first canto contains, and also culminates in
a tone of despair leaving an initial experience of the mood of
dejection (f^fe ) in the reader's mind. In this canto Agastya

does not fulfill the depiction of srngara, and vzra but a modereate
treatment of them is only given.
SECOND CANTO:-

The whole of the Second canto deals with the efforts of the
Kuru family to beget children and in every such attempt a feel-
ing of surprise (<^^p0 pervades, and on many occasions it is sage
Vedavydsa, who has become the diambana for that mood of sur-
prise. Thus on the whole, in this canto the sentiment of surprise
dominates. Vedavydsa's birth on an island of the river Yamund,
and his part in producing the heirs to the Kuru throne, his part
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